
  

Tad’s Bible Study –  
September and October 
 

Exodus 20:  

We will discuss “Ten Commandments” 

 in two sessions. 

September 23, Saturday, 10:30 a.m. 

First four commandments are about “Belief in One 

God”  - Never ending search for perfection. 

October 21, Six basic codes: It’s all about “Respect.” 

We meet at 10:30 am in the Lounge 

with coffee, tea and refreshments. Open to all. 
 

1011 – 4 Avenue South, Lethbridge, AB  T1J 0P7 
Phone:  403 327-3404  *  Fax: 403 320-9863 

Email:  smunited@shaw.ca 
Webpage:  southminsterunited.org  

 also on Facebook   
 

  Southminster News 
                  

 

Welcome back! 
 

There is something special about September!  
 

Getting back into the familiar routine: kids going back to 
school, vacationers returning to work, many activities 

resuming after a summer break.   
~ A feeling of coming home ~ 

At Southminster, we are returning to our own Sanctuary 
on Sunday September 3 for worship, and to the hall  

for a visit at coffee hour. 
 

 In this newsletter you will see what all happens under 
our roof – will this be the year when you decide to try 

something new, join one of the old activities,  
or start your own group?  

 

We are happy you have chosen to be here!  
 
 

Sunday Worship Services 

 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School & Nursery 

available 

 

~Coffee Hour to follow service~ 

 

 

 

 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

 

September 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

2017  

An enormous Thank you to Rev. James, Amy, 

Hilary, Gabrielle, Linda, Zach, Joan, Ann 

Marie, Tara, Taina, Wanda, Nate and others 

who prepared fun lessons, games, crafts, 

snacks and activities for our children for VBS. 

What an essential program for young children 

to feel deeply connected to the adults in our 

church!   

What a nice surprise to have a BBQ donated 

by the Mens’ Club that Leroy, Brian, 

Maeghan and Jack organized for the group. 

We are thankful for  

such a giving church family!! 

Thank you!   

Kevin, Melanie,  

Mason, Jada and Ashton Winters 
 

 

Six o’clock in the Chapel 

A monthly contemporary Saturday evening service  
 

This brief, vesper-style service is held on the Second Saturday 
of each  month in the Buchanan Chapel. 

 The message & beautiful music will be sure to lift your spirits. 
Next vesper service will be led by James Grunden  

Saturday September 9th, 2017 – at 6 o’clock! 
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Holy Ship !!   We really would like to take the opportunity to say THANK YOU to all  
Southminster supporters of our Dragon Boat crew.  Our 3rd season was – and continues to be –  
a great success.  We are 4 generations of paddlers with a 70 year age span – and we are All In 
The Same Boat – all learning and/or honing a new set of skills and developing relationships in a 
unique way that involves everyone’s efforts combined to achieve a common goal.  We finish the 

race First in our Lane Every Time !!    Holy Ship !! What a Team !! 
 

             

 TUXIS BOYS PARLIAMENT – by Trish Purkis 
 

During the 1950s and early 1960s,  
Southminster United Church played host  
to the Tuxis Boys Parliament. The Tuxis Boys Parliament  
is a program for young boys, similar to Scouting or the YMCA, it began as 
the Alberta Older Boys Parliament in 1919 and added the word “tuxis” in 
1932. 

We have 5 oversized Tuxis Boys photographs in the archives: The 31st 
Session in 1950, the 34th Session in 1953, the 37th session in 1956 and 
the 41st Session in 1960. The group photographs were taken on the front 
steps of the church.  

There is an earlier image of all the participants dated 1917 but I believe 
this date is wrong as the Parliament wasn’t organized in Alberta until 
1919. This session was held in Wesley Hall and as you can see, the boys 
are looking out or sitting on the ledges of the second storey windows. 

 

Any comments, please contact Trish at 403-328-1836, or the office.  

 

 

“The Message” Bibles 
have arrived and are 

available for pick up in 
the office.  

Thanks to Jane Meaker 
for organizing the order. 

 

 

 

   Wesley Hall ca. 1919  (this is where our Chapel is located now)

 

Trish Purkis 

entertains us 

with tidbits 

from the 

archives in her 

monthly 

Archives 

Corner! 

 

Coffee and Conversation 
every Thursday at 10:30 

am in the Kitchen at 
Southminster. All are 
welcome to come and

 
join in the lively talks!   

Save the Date...Sunday Oct 29 
Church in Society will having 

our annual Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank 

luncheon. 

We are looking ahead for 
volunteers to make soup, gluten 
free and regular flour buns and 
goodies for the luncheon after 
church. If you know you will be 
available to volunteer your time 

that day or bring a food item, 
please let Melanie 

know by e mail, 

melaniewinters@shaw.ca 
 
 

mailto:diannagreer@hotmail.com
mailto:melaniewinters@shaw.ca
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   CHILDREN'S TIME REMINDER 

A child is sitting on the steps with Hilary who 

asks a question. They offer what seems like a 

perfectly sensible answer and the whole 

congregation laughs. In that moment one of 

two things happens, either a comedian is born 

or a child feels humiliated. When a comedian is 

born, they often use Children’s Time to 

practice this new-found vocation, generally 

with beginner comedian results. They may 

even compete with the leader (Hilary or 

whoever) for the attention of the 

congregation. The results can embarrass 

everyone – except probably the young 

comedian. But if the child who drew laughter 

feels humiliated, they often decide the 

conversations on the steps are dangerous. 

Humiliated children do not speak up again for 

a long time and eventually fold their arms 

across their chests saying emphatically, “I am 

not going up there anymore.” That response is 

the more common one and also poses the 

biggest threat to the growth of a young 

worshiper.-- adapted from Carolyn 

Brown's worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.ca 

I do my best to make all children feel welcome 

and comfortable at Southminster. I hope that 

in planting these seeds during Children's 

Time, they gain confidence to speak up, 

participate, and become active members of 

the church. I know that you want those things 

too.  Please continue to laugh with the children 

when they're enjoying my jokes and antics. But 

keep in mind how laughter that is otherwise-

directed may be heard from the point of view 

of these young people who want nothing more 

than to feel Christ's love through us. 

-- Hilary Squires 

 

 

Southminster's Annual Tea & Bazaar 
Saturday, November 25, 2017 

Mark your calendars! More info to come in the 

October newsletter! 
 

 

 

 

Once again, we will be celebrating World Communion 

Sunday on October 1st with some special local and 

international breads. Jane M. and Hilary S. will be 

baking them with our younger members – more 

information to follow in the Friday emails. 

 

Tuesday Book  Club 

The Tuesday Book Club meets at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Lounge; beginning on Tuesday September 19. We 

are reading “Blackfoot way of Knowing” by Betty 
Bastien. We read 1 or 2 chapters per week. We 

meet for one hour in Southminster Lounge.  
You are welcome to join.  Any questions,  
please call Joan Smith at 403-328 4771    

Welcome Back Sunday -  September 24  

with Special Music and Church Picnic 

On  Sunday, September 24 we will have some special treats to 

welcome back all members.  

 The talented Anna McBryan (vocals and piano) will be 

performing as the musical guest in our service.  

After the service, everyone is invited to join in the 

Congregational Picnic at the Elk’s Picnic shelter. 

 

Moderator’s Visit on October 8th 

On Sunday October 8th, the United Church Moderator Jordan 

Cantwell will be visiting Lethbridge and Southminster. She will 

be our guest speaker in the service, and available to meet 

people at the luncheon to follow.  
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Southminster Money Tree needs some 
T.L.C. 
Ladies & Gentlemen, I know you don’t want to hear 
me singing the same old song again.  The words are 
repetitive and the tune is in dischord.  In deference 
to the choir, this particular chorus is mal-odorous to 
say the least.   Although my original intent was to 
discuss another topic entirely, it seems I must work 
with the material at hand. 
The financial situation, as illustrated by the charts 
shown, is in a very poor position.  The first 7 months 
of 2017 show a growing deficit to the point where it 
has now eaten up our entire reserve.  August is 
done, although we do not have the information to go 
with it.  We can predict that there was little – or no – 
improvement to the bottom line.  This means we 
have 4 months, September through December, to 
catch up on our Givings and, perhaps, make a 
special contribution to the financial health of our 
Church community.  This is Our Home. We must 
find a way to sustain it. 
In the interests of transparency, let’s look at the 
Income and Expenditures a little more closely.  
1) The fact that we are $ 12 K per 7 months 
equalized budget can be explained, in part,  with 
seasonal fluctuations.  However, I can’t explain why 
we are $ 9,000 less that this time last year. (???)    
2) Property Rentals are right on cue for YTD and $ 9 
K better than last year. (Good News !!)  
3) Staffing costs are pretty well on budget for YTD 
with the exception of slightly higher than expected 
Custodial, Security and Benefits.  These will be 
offset by the additional Rental Revenue.   
4) Administrative costs are slightly off 7/12 of budget 
largely because of the 2 months up front of 
Insurance payments.    
5) Building Repairs & Maintenance costs are 
significantly higher than anticipated.  $ 11,000 was 
spent in July as we took advantage of the lower 
“traffic” to do some repair work to the sanctuary 
carpet, the boiler ( in preparation for the autumn and 
winter seasons) and to install air conditioning into 
the main offices.  
6)  Utilities are over budget quite a bit and I’m not 
sure why this is so.  Boiler issues might explain part 
of it.    Hopefully, there will be a seasonal correction 
with the invoicing for the remainder of the summer 
and fall.   
7)  Committee costs are well under control. 
8)  Bottom line – we have a 2017 YTD operational 
deficit exceeding $ 46,000.  This uses up the historic 
surplus we had on hand at the beginning of the year 
and leaves us with a Balance Sheet Loss of $5,600 

This is Not the Song any of us wants to 
sing.  How can we change the “mood” ?? 
    

  7 month 

Southminster United 
Church 

July YTD 
 Avg 

Monthly 
Budget YTD  

Annual 
Budget 

Congregational Sources 82,548 94,658 162,270 

Rentals & Other Income 56,010 56,700 97,200 

Total Funds In 138,558 151,358 259,470 

Staffing Costs 121,996 118,463 203,080 

Overhead 21,904 18,428 31,590 

Building Upkeep 
      

19,307  
13,125 22,500 

Utilities 18,532 9,917 17,000 

Committees 
        

3,482  
4,667 8,000 

Total Expenses 185,220 164,599 282,170 

Current Net -46,662 -13,242 -22,700 

    

July 31, 2017    

Cash 
      
36,407    

Receivables 
        
4,420    

Investments 
    
418,684    

Total Assets  

         
459,511   

Payables 
        
6,398    

Unearned Revenue 
(Deposits) 

        
3,000    

Specific Funds (in Trust) 
      
17,297    

Group Funds 
        
9,763    

Internal Loan 
      
10,000    

Investment Trusts 
    
418,684    

Total Commitments  

         
465,141   

Opening Surplus 
      
41,032    

Current Net 
    
(46,662)   

Ending Equity  

            
(5,630)  

  

                     
0   

 

 


