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New faces in the office! 

As you know, Val Paterson has retired from her position as 

Office Administrator effective August 31, 2015.  The wonderful 

news is that she will be “switching hats” with her sidekick 

Taina.   Taina has been appointed as Office Administrator and 

Val will change gears to become the Office Assistant.  Most 

days you will find either or both in the office.  Aren’t we lucky 

to have such a wonderful office team! 

And of course, we are welcoming Rev. James Grunden to our 

Southminster family.  Many of you met him on August 6 when 

a welcome picnic (indoors) was held, and of course at McKillop 

on Sundays in August.   Do stop by to say hello and wish him 

well! 

We will celebrate these new developments on September 20th 

during coffee hour after church.   Hope to see you there!  

Yours faithfully,  

Southminster M&P Committee 

 

 

Southminster Church 

Library 

The church library has undergone some 
downsizing and a smaller version is 

now in the Lounge (with proper shelf 
labels to come).  We hope you will find 
something to enjoy there.  Please feel 

free to take materials home and return 
them when you are finished. 

 
If you would like to donate something 
to the Library, please place it on the 

donation shelf.  We will pass along to 
Bibles for Missions any titles that we 

don’t add to the collection. 
 

Regular office hours  Monday  – Friday     

 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (lunch 12:30 – 1 p.m) 

Congregational picnic will take place 

at the Elk’s picnic shelter on Sunday 
September 27, after church service. 

Please mark your calendars – if you wish,  
bring a salad or a dessert. Hamburgers and 

hot dogs will be provided! 

 
Rev. James  with Val and Taina 

Message from Joanne Collier, our Music Director: 
 

* Chancel Choir will resume weekly practices on 
Wednesday, September 9th at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Chancel.  New and returning members are welcome. 
 

*The LA Gospel Choir, under the direction of Juran 
Greene, will hold a meeting to talk about the year 
ahead on Thursday, September 10th at 6:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.  Please pass the word around. 
Everyone welcome! 
 

mailto:smunited@shaw.ca


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED CHURCH OBSERVER 50/50 PROGRAM 
            Would you like to receive the        United Church 

Observer for the low cost of $10/year? 

If we can increase our number of Observer group-plan 

subscribers by 50%, all subscribers  

– existing and new- will receive this award-winning 

publication at a 50% discount - $10 instead of $20 – for the 

year.  Our number of subscribers for 2013 was 34, so if we 

can increase this to 51 – it’s a win-win for everyone.  If you 

are interested in receiving the “Observer”, please contact the 

church office, 327-3404 and let’s make this happen! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for the Southminster Soup 

Kitchen Team.  We volunteer the 3rd Thursday of each 

month.  If you are able to help or need further 

information, please contact Dianna Greer 

atdiannagreer@hotmail.com or call 381-9006. 
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 Many Thanks from Hilary Squires! 

“I am positively overwhelmed with the 

outpouring of love that was shown to me at 

my bridal shower on August 22.  What a 

beautiful and well-catered affair.  Thanks to 

the organisers, the attendees, and all those 

who contributed food, cards, recipes, and 

gifts.  Already so excited to be getting married, 

I feel additionally blessed to be surrounded by 

such a loving church family that supports 

Christopher and I so thoroughly.  Thank you.” 

 

     We had a great turnout to our Planning Meeting on Tuesday, 
August 25 in the church lounge and we were glad that Rev. 
James was able to be there as well.  Thank you to all who were 
able to attend and provide us with many wonderful ideas for 
outreach to various groups and organizations that we might help 
this year! 
     The Mission Statement for Church in Society is that we aim 
to inform the congregation about the many organizations that 
help people in our community and beyond with the hope that 
many will participate in order to achieve a better life for all. 
     The organizations that Church in Society has helped in the 
past are: 
Lethbridge Soup Kitchen - our volunteers work there on the third 
Thursday of each month, soup lunches, and collections; 
Ecumenical Ministry by filling Campus Care Parcels & using Fair 
Trade Coffee, and hosting a chili dinner; L’Arche Society by 
having a guest speaker and lunch afterwards; Canada Food 
Grains Bank by providing information and having a lunch with 
baked buns; Lethbridge Family and Immigration Services by 
donating funds for the Syrian refugee families, and buying 
Christmas gifts through the Angel Tree tags; Harbour House by 
knitting mitts, toques and scarves for the Mitten Tree; Mission 
and Service by reading stories from the Minute for Mission 
booklets every second Sunday; Kiva by individuals investing in 
people starting small businesses in third world countries; local 
churches by hosting Lenten Lunch; Blankets for Canada by 
providing information about their group which meets in our 
church every Thursday morning; Big Brothers and Sisters by 
also providing information about their organization; Kairos by 
providing meeting space when needed; and last but not least 
Canyon Church Camp by providing information, volunteers and 
collections. 
     Many excellent ideas were presented at our gathering on 
Tuesday and we will try to incorporate these ideas each month.  
So our outline for the first half of the 2015-16 year looks like this:  
September - Soup Kitchen needs funds for hamburger meat. 
We will take collection (and feed our cartoon cow) on Sunday, 
Sept. 20.  Minute for Mission readings will be Sept. 13 and 27. 
We are also supporting, along with other churches, two family 
refugees from Syria.  
October - 5th on 5th needs help desperately and this could be 
on our priority list  as we gather information at this time as to 
how we might help them.  We will collect children’s coats and 
jackets in clean and new or nearly new condition on Sunday, 
Oct. 4 to give to the schools.  At Thanksgiving we celebrate the 
harvest and we will have a delicious lunch on Oct. 18 with 
homemade buns in support of the Canada Food Grains Bank.  
Minute for Mission readings will be Oct. 11 and 25. 
November - Campus care Parcels; Mitten Tree knitting group; 
Fair Trade Coffee and cookie making day in the church kitchen 
at 10 am. on Saturday, Oct. 31 to provide homemade cookies 
for after church coffee time.  Minute for Mission readings will be 
Nov. 8 and 22. 
December - Angel Tree; Blankets for Canada; White Gift 
Sunday for Woods Homes (Music and Worship);  Christmas 
Hamper food drive. Minute for Mission readings will be Dec. 13 
and 27. 
Thanks so much for all of you who were able to attend and 
share your ideas with us!!         Linda Horner 

 

 

 

From your Church in Society 

Committee . . . 

 

BIBLE STUDY – 2015/16 

Tad Mitsui proposes that for this church year, 
from the Fall of 2015 to the Spring of 2016, 
the Bible Study group discuss Bible passages 
you suggest. In order to do that, he is inviting 
everyone to submit passages of your choice. 
Please give your suggestions to Hilary Squires 
and/or Wanda Henderson during the month 
of September. Since Tad will be in Africa until 
the middle of October, the first discussion 
group will probably meet at the end of 
October or early November. 

We all have favourite Biblical passages. Is it 
"For God so loved the world" ? Or the 
Sermon on the Mount? If so, let’s talk about 
those. Or there may be ones you like to know 
the deeper meaning of. Or you don’t want 
children to read some parts of the Bible: like 
stories of adultery or incest. Some of them 
are intriguing. It could be the ones which are 
totally incomprehensible like passages in the 
Book of Revelation. Some of them don’t 
make any sense. Others are completely 
impossible or unbelievable.  

You can quote them or give chapters and 

verses like "1 Corinthians 13." Let us try this 

way of studying the Bible and see if we have 

interesting discussions. 

mailto:diannagreer@hotmail.com
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Southminster’s Financial commentary   
by Lori O’Leary, treasurer 

 

Holy Ship !!!!  (Say It Like you Mean It)           by Lori O’Leary 

Many times in the past couple of months, I have been asked how we did in OUR “first ever” Dragonboat festival.  
 Let’s See . . .   We had a few goals when we began the whole campaign.   We wanted to:  
 

 Promote Southminster as a community oriented church . . . .  Wow !!  Couldn’t have planned the exposure we got.  We were 

even on the Global TV News . . . .  Check 

 Help Southminster be remembered. . . .  With a crew name like “Holy Ship”, how could we not be?  The announcers had fun 

with it and people all over the park were chuckling.  (Not to be snobbish about it – but the “Other” Church crew were called 

“Land Lubbers”.  How creative is that??)  I truly believe God intended us to have a sense of humor !!! . . . Check 

 Be Inter- generational and Inter-genderational . . . 2 x 12 yr olds, 2 x 14 yr olds, an 83 yr old and someone of almost every 
decade in between.  4 Men, 2 Boys, 2 Girls & 14 Ladies . . . . Check  

 Promote Christian values of “teamwork” and “fellowship” . . . . Gotta happen – We are all in the same boat and all headed in 
the same direction!! . . .  Check 

 Improve our skills each time we paddled. . . . Yep.  Timing & Technique got better & better. . .Ck 
 Finish First in Our Lane – Everytime !! . . .   Had to dodge a mishap on the journey, once – but Ck 
 Have Fun!  Do Something Different & Build Relationship . . . .  I’d venture that’s a Check. 
 Involve the Whole Church with the Journey – Even those not paddling. . . . Recognizing that support from the sidelines is still 

part of the “Team-Work”. . . . .  Without a Doubt. . . . CHECK 

Holy Ship !!  I think we can safely say we had a VERY successful first season.   Sorry ??  What was that question ??  How were our 

times and where did we end up in the standings? - I quite honestly don’t know.  It really wasn’t that important. 

Holy Ship would like to Thank our Main Sponsors for their financial support: 

  Bridge Exteriors *** HanTech Engineering *** SUCh UCW 

 Individuals who wrote cheques, did baking, supported our fundraiser 

 
Thank You Everyone !!!  We Really Mean It. We couldn’t have done it without your support.  God Bless You All.   

Until Next Spring . . .  Paddles Up ! . . . Let It Ride 
 

It’s time to ring in a “new year” with the  handbell choirs! 

I am hoping to have enough interested people to run both a junior and senior choir this year.  Our 
rehearsals take place on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month:  
the Junior choir (grades 3 and up) from 6:30 – 7:15, and the Senior choir (young adults and older) from 
7:30 – 8:30.   
We will begin rehearsals on Thursday, OCTOBER 8, 2015, as I am having foot surgery in September and 
will be incapacitated for a bit. 
However, I need to hear from any interested ringers NO LATER than Thursday, September 10th so I can 
plan our music.  No experience is necessary, although some music-reading skills are helpful.  We have 
an awful lot of fun, and I’m sure you’ll all agree that there is little to match the beauty of the sound of 
handbells in church; so come and join us! 
Please contact me, Mary Lee Voort, at 403-381-3461, or by email at luvs2run@telus.net if you have any 
questions or would like to join us.  I look forward to hearing from you! 

mailto:luvs2run@telus.net


 

Greetings! 

My name is Trish Purkis, and I have been  

appointed Southminister United Archivist.  

 

The church archives are valuable, they tell our history, where we've 

been, what we've done and what we hope to do in the future. The 

church has done a fine job in collecting and preserving materials 

related to the history of the building and events within the church. 

Currently, I am doing an inventory of all materials, arranging & 

reorganizing the two archival cupboards for better access and 

recording the contents into a database. Also, we will be accepting 

any and all future donations of materials. lf anyone wishes use of 

any material, please contact me first, together we'll collect the items 

and a sign-out sheet will be initialed.  lf you have any questions 

about how an archives works or what I am doing,  please contact 

me at the number below. 

My thanks to Rev. Austin Fennell for starting the process of 

archiving the church material.  Thank you.  

               Trish Purkis, Church Archivist, 403-328-1836 

 

Southminster Financial commentary  -  

September is Here – Let the Bells Ring Out !!!   

        For many younger members of our congregation, that 

means School Bells.  For others it means morning alarm clocks 

as vacation is over and it is time to get back to work.   Perhaps, 

it is a timer bell reminding us that our baking is ready, or the 

laundry load is finished as we begin to get ready for the 

changing season.  

        For folks at Southminster looking at the financial 

summary shown above, it is – indeed –  a reminder that we 

need to begin preparing for the work of the church as we gear 

up for our various activities upcoming this autumn and winter.   

       While we are all celebrating the arrival of Rev James as 

our own full time minister, we must recognize that our staffing 

costs, as well as general overhead, will noticeably increase.  

PLEASE REMEMBER - We DID PLAN & AGREE TO 

budget for this and now it is time to “put our money where our 

mouths are” and fulfill our own personal commitment to the 

financial health of this congregation.    

        As you can see, we are – over all – about $ 20,000 

behind where we had hoped to be after 7 months of 

operations in 2015.   Of Course, August is a done deal, but 

we do not have any information on it at this time.  We can 

expect that the bottom line will not be much improved. 

However, there is still time, in the remaining 4 months of the 

year, to meet our budget goals.  We may not have a lot of 

control over our rental and other income sources, but we 

certainly do have some “input” as to our congregational 

contributions.  We all need to do our part.  
           

There Is Much Work To Be Done . . . . 
From Lori O’Leary, Treasurer 

 July 2015 financial figures   

7 months July YTD Budget Avg Budget 
YTD 

Congregational Sources 87,970 171,000 99,750 

Rentals & Other Income 45,799 107,250 62,563 

Total Funds In 133,769 278,250 162,313 

Staffing Costs 96,574 182,520 106,470 

Overhead 19,819 30,270 17,658 

Building Upkeep &  
Utils 

10,690 
15,930 

18,000 
32,000 

10,500 
18,667 

Committees 10,168 14,250 8,313 

Total Expenses 153,182 277,040 161,607 

Current Net <19,412> 1,210 706 

 

 
Calling all Southminster 
United Church Women 

                 
             

Sunday, September 13, 2015 

“Japanese Gardens Tour”.  Following the church 

service we will meet at the Country Club for 

brunch (order from the menu – your cost). 

Afterwards, we will tour the Japanese Gardens.  

Roz Morris has been given 20 complimentary 

tickets for the Japanese Gardens.  Call Roz at 

403 894-9062 to reserve your free ticket  -  first 

come  -  first served!  When tickets are gone 

you can still join us but you will need to 

purchase your own ticket! 

               Saturday, October 17, 2015 

“Downtown Day”.  Meet at Round Street Café 

(now called Bread Milk and Honey) at 10 a.m. 

for coffee.  Visit some downtown shops then 

meet at Stella’s Diner (formerly Red Dog 

Diner) at 1 pm for lunch.  Order from menu – 

your cost.  More downtown shopping!  See 

sign-up sheet in the west hallway for lunch 

reservation. 
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