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RETURN TO SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Last month, Muriel and I travelled in three Southern African countries, Lesotho, South 

Africa, and Zimbabwe. We thought this might be my last time to make such an extensive 

trip.  I wanted to look up friends - former colleagues and students.  Sure we saw elephants 

and giraffes and pony trekking, but we wanted to see again countries and peoples that 

taught me so much about the life according to the Good News.  It was Spring time with 

jacaranda and plum blossoms in full bloom. 

 

In Cape Town, a few former students organized a party for us in the home of one of 

them.   Also, we were able to have a cup of tea with the only remaining my former 

colleague, Desmond Tutu.  They did well: Desmond of course, the host, Prof. Njabulo 

Ndebele, is a South Africa’s famous writer and a public intellectual, a former President of 

the University of Cape Town.  There was another university president.  Among the same 

generation of the student body, we counted two U.N. Ambassadors, Director General of 

World Food Program, and one Prime Minister, and a few successful business people, 

and M.P.’s. 

We wondered how a small insignificant fledging university of 500 students (now 8000) 

located in a world’s poorest country managed to produce so many nation builders and 

successful people.  Faculty was not all that spectacular; except Desmond Tutu.  We agreed 

that we were all highly motivated, political refugees, driven by passion to excel for the 

future of their nations.  It’s the students who made a university, not money nor famous 

professors. 

Lesotho and South Africa are hauntingly beautiful countries, striving toward 

democracy.  We saw that they were well on their way.  Democracy is a messy system, so at 

times it’s chaotic.  But it’s now the envy of all Africans, flocking into South Africa in 

droves just like Mexicans in the United States.  It’s all because of one man’s idea of justice 

and reconciliation.  Nelson Mandela forgave the past and brought in the very old notion of 

Reconciliation.  It spared the country of blood-shed and hostility.  I cannot think of any 

other example in history.  Forgiveness? Reconciliation between enemies?  And it 

worked.  The founder of Lesotho King Moshoeshoe was the same: he advocated and 

practices accommodation.  Thing is, it’s working. 

Contrast is Zimbabwe, from where some students also came escaping Rhodesian racial 

policy.  But a dictator is hanging onto power, discarding democratic principles, thus having 

created a dysfunctional country.  It’s still a gorgeous place but things and organizations 

often don’t work. Forgiveness, justice, and reconciliation truly work.  Besides, people are 

kind and sing like angels.  We loved it.  You may leave Africa but Africa never leaves you. 

P.S.  The Protestant Chapel on the Lesotho University campus was completed after forty 

years.  It was dedicated after we left.   When I was there, we always had to borrow Catholic 

space when it was not in use.  The new Chapel is a beautiful brick buildings mainly built by 

volunteers. 

Southminster 
FALL DINNER 

Saturday, 

NOVEMBER 21, 

2015 
Roast beef like only our Men’s 

club chefs know how to cook.  

Tickets are $15 available at 

coffee hour or at  

the church office.  

 

 

 

   By Rev. Tad Mitsui 

      Tea of             
Remembrance  
  Sat. Nov. 7th   2 – 4 p.m.   

. Tickets $10 
        Available at the                   

door at SM Hall 

Do you remember? 
What year was our last 

Christmas House 
tour? Answer on p. 2 
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UNITED CHURCH OBSERVER 50/50 PROGRAM 
            Would you like to receive the        United Church 

Observer for the low cost of $10/year? 

If we can increase our number of Observer group-plan 

subscribers by 50%, all subscribers  

– existing and new- will receive this award-winning 

publication at a 50% discount - $10 instead of $20 – for the 

year.  Our number of subscribers for 2013 was 34, so if we 

can increase this to 51 – it’s a win-win for everyone.  If you 

are interested in receiving the “Observer”, please contact the 

church office, 327-3404 and let’s make this happen! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for the Southminster Soup 

Kitchen Team.  We volunteer the 3rd Thursday of each 

month.  If you are able to help or need further 

information, please contact Dianna Greer 

atdiannagreer@hotmail.com or call 381-9006. 
 

      Southminster News – November  2015                    Page 2 

 
Ever wonder where the material and news in 

our newsletter come from? It’s simple: from you,  

Southminster folks! We process the information 

in the office and invite anyone to contribute 

photos, stories, ideas, celebrations. Let us hear 

from you – email smunited@shaw.ca or call or 

drop in! 

**Deadline for the December  newsletter is 

November 25th** 

 

 

 

 

Snippet of Tea - Many teas both in the 

spring and fall have been held in Southminster 

Church since 1935, which was the union year 

for Knox and Wesley churches. Since this 

year’s annual Fall Tea is near, let’s look at 

some past Fall Teas and their unique names. 

Before the union of the Knox Presbyterian 

Church and Wesley Methodist Church there 

were the “Autumn Time Teas”.  

In the latter part of the 1930’s and into the 

1940’s, they became the “Autumn Tea and 

Pantry Sales”. In the 1950’s, the focus 

changed, and they became the “Annual Bazaar 

and Food Festival”. This decade utilized both 

the upper hall and lower hall due to the vast 

amounts of handicrafts, and donations.  

In the next decade the 1960’s, the name of the 

tea was changed to “The Food Festival, 

Bazaar and Tea” and finally to the 

recognizable name, “The Fall Tea and 

Bazaar”. The early teas were organized by the 

Women’s Association. When this group and 

the Women’s Missionary Society joined forces 

to become the United Church Women, one of 

their many functions in the church was to 

organize, prepare and facilitate teas twice a 

year.  

Through the years there have been many 

names for the teas and this year is no 

exception: The “Tea of Remembrance” will be 

held Saturday November 7
th

 in Southminster 

Hall and it will be a tea on the minds of many, 

for a long time to come. 

 

Trish Purkis will 

be entertaining us 

with tidbits from 

the archives in her 

monthly Archives 

Corner! 

 

SUCh Wonderful Christmas House Tour 
Sunday, December 6th 2015   5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     

         

 

Nov. 18, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in 
concert at Southminster:  Dutch 
organist Peter Wildeman, joined 
by locals Keith Griffioen, Evelyn 

Verhoef, Daniella Neels, and 
'Praise the Lord' choir. Concert 

proceeds will go to the Interfaith 
Food Bank in Lethbridge. 

On Tuesday, November 3    at   5 -8 p.m. 

Dinner  at 5 p.m., presentation 6 - 7:30 p.m. 

Q & A 7:30 – 8p.m.   ~at McKillop United Church~ 

 

“THRIVING CHURCHES” presentation by   

Rev. Dr. John Pentland from Hillhurst United Church  

in Calgary. He is the author of “Fishing Tips, How 

Curiosity Transformed a Community of Faith”. His 

congregation in the trendy Kensington neighborhood 

has bucked the trend of shrinking churches, and 

increased their membership more than five-fold in the 

last 10 years.  Says Pentland: “People are searching for 

meaning and they need to belong.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Church shouldn’t be a hidden group, you don’t need to 

know a secret handshake” 

 

Prayer Shawls needed  

Could you knit or crochet 

one? Please contact the 

office. Also, let us know if 

you or someone else would 

like one. 
 

Our last Christmas House Tour?  7 years ago in December 2008! 

Tickets 

$10 

Tour five beautiful Southminster homes, all 

decorated for Christmas. We have two homes 

in West Lethbridge and three in the South. A 

“Santa Van” will be available to those who 

prefer not to drive at night. 

 

In the homes, you will find a huge Santa 

collection, a large Christmas Village, rooms 

with colour schemes, a collection of 

Scandinavian glass, and many, many more 

special Holiday decorations to help you get 

in the Spirit of Christmas! All proceeds will 

go to Southminster United Church. 

 ~ Tickets available on Nov 21 at Fall Dinner, and afterwards in the office 

.~ 

mailto:diannagreer@hotmail.com
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This is our 3rd Quarter Financial Report Year To Date.  We have 3 months remaining (of which October has already passed) 

to clear our current year deficit.  We did actually gain $ 2,000 in September, but we have a long way to go.  Wouldn’t it be 

nice if we could all just dig a little deeper in our pockets and make the deficit go away.   

Unfortunately, it’s not quite as easy as that.  At least I don’t think it is, because this is a repetitive trend.  Our “Givings” are $ 

30 K short of ¾ of our budgeted income. So are the Rentals.  Granted, the last months of any year have always shown the 

largest gain.  There are numerous school and other Christmas concerts, so our Rental Revenue increases.  We usually have a 

“bumper” crowd on Christmas Eve with considerable donations.  It all helps.  

 

What can we do this November????    What can we do next year that will make an ongoing difference??  How can we 

encourage more property rentals so our Hall and our other facilities are no longer “underused??   How can we encourage 

more new members to join in and contribute to the work of our congregation without driving them away?? 

All that being said, I do want to correct one misconception.  I had a conversation with someone about our financial 

situation.  Their response was “don’t spend as much”.  “We don’t spend much” – I replied – “mostly just staffing, office 

supplies and repairs & maintenance to the building.   

 

“What about all the money spent on Property?”  “Ah,” said I, “The money Property spends – other than R & M – comes 

from other sources, not general funds.  This is from funds already raised and donations made for the specific purpose of 

Property Improvement.  It is not part of our budget, nor is it considered a current expense.” 

 

The band will practice on Friday 

nights, couple of times per month, 

starting early November! 

 

Six o’clock in the Chapel 
 

A Monthly Saturday Evening Vesper service is held in the beautiful 

Buchanan Chapel on the second Saturday of the month. Come experience 

the closeness and togetherness as we gather in the small Chapel. This 

service features music, reflection and conversation.  

Not your usual time, not your usual service. Come and join us! 

 

Next Vesper Service: Saturday,  November 14
th

 at 6p.m.  
            – Rev. James Grunden ~ communion ~ 

We have many ways to contribute to 

the workings of the church. Aside 

from the financial offerings, we are 

always in need for people for many 

projects and “odd jobs” around the 

building. Currently we are looking for 

men and women to join forces with 

our property committee for small 

repairs. Please let Barb Clarke, chair 

of property committee, know if you 

are a bit handy with the hammer, can 

hold a paintbrush, have a strong 

back, or have an eye for detail… no 

long time commitment required, 

come and help when you can! Barb 

can be reached at 403-327-9441 or 

by email barclar@telus.net. 

        A Message from our Treasurer   by Lori O’Leary 

 

Do you play an 

instrument? The 

Southminstrels 

want you! Please let 

Joanne know asap 

if you are interested. 

All ages welcome! 

9 months September YTD Budget Avg Budget YTD 

Congregational Sources 96,283 171,000 128,250 

Rentals & Other Income 51,415 107,250 80,438 

Total Funds In 160,223 278,250 208,688 

Staffing Costs 126,278 182,520 136,890 

Overhead 25.398 30,270 22,703 

Building Upkeep  

Utilities 

11,226 

17,141 

18,000 

32,000 

13,500 

24,000 

Committees 5,670 14,250 10,688 

Total Expenses 185,713 277,040 207,780 

Current Net <25,490> 1,210 908 

 

   September 2015 Financial Figures          

mailto:barclar@telus.net
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Sunday School Sleepover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our fearless Senior Sunday School 
group with their spirited leader 
Amy Dodic spent the night here 
at Southminster on Oct 17th, with 

supervision by  Hilary and Taina. 

 

THE ACTS OF APOSTLES - Bible study for November and December 
 
You are invited to join a discussion group to read the Acts of Apostles of the 
New Testament. 
 
November 14: the beginning of the Church: from Euphoria of Pentecost to a 
life in communes; from a Jewish reform movement in Jerusalem to an 
inclusive group of Jews and non-Jews, man and woman, free and slaves 
throughout the Mediterranean world -African, Asian, and European.  From n 
informal house groups to an organized institution. (Chapters 1 - 12) 
 
December12: Life of  Paul the Missionary. Transformation of a Jewish 
extremist, who persecuted and sometimes killed Christians, to a self-
proclaimed Apostle who change the message and propagated the universal 
message of the Good News of Jesus Christ to all people. The movement 
eventually overwhelmed the Roman Empire. (Chapters 13 - 28) 

Tad Mitsui will write a background paper for each session to be distributed a 
week before the discussion. 

SAVE THE DATE!  Mark your calendars now for an evening 
of fun, entertainment and charity as Southminster, along with our 
friends from St. Augustine’s across the street, will be hosting a joint 
concert to benefit the Ogan School Building Project in southwest 
Nigeria. The concert will take place on Friday, January 22nd, 2016 at 
7:30 p.m., with a freewill offering being taken to support the school.  
This gospel and internationally-flavoured concert features the choirs 
and friends of St. Augustine’s Anglican Church and Southminster 
United Church, including:  Bridge Brass; Juran Greene and his Gospel 
Choir; the African Praise Group Choir; Keith Griffioen, trumpet; 
Wayne Edwards, steel drum; Karen Hudson, soprano and McKade 
Hogg, tenor, just to name a few.  Come prepared to sing, clap, and 
perhaps even dance in the aisles if the spirit moves you – it’s going 
to be a joyous and heart-warming event in the cold of January! 

 

All students had the opportunity to show their special talents and interests, 
and Amy painted many participants. This is what memories are made of! 

 

 

 

Everyone is invited to join on a 

Bus trip to Waterton United Church 
on Saturday Dec 19th, 

for the Waterton Christmas Service. 
 

Departing Lethbridge around 3 p.m., 

returning approximately 10 p.m. 

Potluck Dinner to follow service, which will 
be led by our own Rev. James Grunden. 

Service will also feature Southminster Choir. 

Rev. Alex Lawson heard about our trip and wrote 

from Victoria: “What a wonderful outing! You can be 

sure of a white Christmas in Waterton and the church 

will be nice and warm. The roads will be plowed and 

the paths to the church cleared.  The drifts will 

encircle the church like an embrace, my grandkids 

were able to reach the roof from the drifts. What a 

lovely scene for welcoming the Christ Child.  

As aye,  Alex” 

 
If you wish to join, 

please call the office 
403-327-3404 . Cost 
$30/person/return. 

Bus service by 
Carefree Express. 

Remember: Men’s breakfast Sat. November  7th at 8 a.m. 

Guest speaker from the CNIB.    Hot breakfast - Cost $5 


