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Jesus’ life, suffering, death, and resurrection – and their effect upon us and indeed upon the entire cosmos in space and time
– is mind-boggling. Occasionally art or music is able to articulate it to the soul. Sometimes poetry can too. The following
poem nails it.
Easter Blessings, –Rev. Ruth
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Open Doors
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Christ’s Love for Us

Descent
They sought to soar into the skies
Those classic gods of high renown
For lofty pride aspires to rise
But you came down.

You dropped down from the mountains sheer
Forsook the eagle for the dove
The other Gods demanded fear
But you gave love

Where chiselled marble seemed to freeze
Their abstract and perfected form
Compassion brought you to your knees
Your blood was warm

They called for blood in sacrifice
Their victims on an altar bled
When no one else could pay the price
You died instead

They towered above our mortal plain,
Dismissed this restless flesh with scorn,
Aloof from birth and death and pain,
But you were born.

Born to these burdens, borne by all
Born with us all ‘astride the grave’
Weak, to be with us when we fall,
And strong to save.

– Malcolm Guite, in Sounding the Seasons

April 2015

Holy Week at Southminster

Palm Sunday, March 29

“At the Ninth Hour” – 10:30 a.m.

A cantata by Allen Pote.
Presented by the Chancel Choir and U of L students, this moving work

is based on the Gospel of Mark, and retells the last week of Christ’s

life with passionate music, riveting lyrics and narration.

Maundy Thursday, April 2

– 7 p.m. in Buchanan Chapel.

We commemorate the events before Jesus’ betrayal and death.

The Lord’s Supper and foot-washing will be offered.

Good Friday, April 3

– 10:30 a.m. in Buchanan Chapel.
We remember Jesus’ death on the cross with reflective worship,

including a hint of Blues.

Easter Sunday, April 5

– 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

We celebrate our risen Lord Jesus, and a baptism!



Southminster News – April, 2015 Page 2

HOW DOES THE BIBLE

ANSWER OUR QUESTIONS?

Bible Study for 2014 – 15

. . . Rev. Tad Mitsui

April session of the Bible Study Group will meet on

Saturday, April 18th, at 10:30 A.M. in the lounge. The

subject of discussion is: "Morality." Question is , "Does the

Bible answer every question on moral ethics? Do we have

to follow every demand of the Bible as Christian?" If not,

why not. Is United Church too lax, as many so-called

"Christians" accuse us of?" How do we read the Bible as the

guide book for moral living?

Anyone wishing to receive a preparation paper, please

contact Tad Mitsui in person or by telephone (403) 328

6230 or by email <tadmitsui@hotmal.com>

April 18: Morality: “If the Bible is the basis of our ethics,
does the Bible always tell you exactly what you must do and
what not to do?”
May 23: Anger: “Is it bad to get angry? What is righteous
anger? What does the Bible say?”

Six o’clock in

the Chapel
Have you been to one of our

monthly Saturday Evening Vesper services yet? Held
in the beautiful Buchanan Chapel, this prayerful and
reflective service provides not only a different time and
day, but also an alternate feeling for worship. There’s a
level of closeness and togetherness as we gather in the
intimate Chapel as a church family. The Vesper
services have an emphasis on music, scripture readings
and time for quiet reflection. There is no offering or
long sermon, just the inspiration and place to get in
touch with your spiritual self. Our musical guests
bring their instruments and fresh choices of music to
the service, and a mix of favourite and new hymns
allow the people to participate and fill the Chapel with
song. Next Six O’Clock in the Chapel – Saturday,
April 11th with Rev. Ruth. Everyone Welcome!

By day the LORD commands his steadfast love,
and at night his song is with me,

a prayer to the God of my life. Psalm 42:8

Sunday,
April 12
LUNCH

at
Southminster

in support of

MISSION& SERVICE

Hosted by Church in Society
Only $5 or donation

At the March 7th meeting of the
Men’s Club it was decided that the
following items would be paid for
from the funds obtained from
suppers:

* The luncheon when
Southminster hosted the Lenten
Lunches.
* The registration fees for any
young people who attend the

Youth Rally in Taber on March 27-29
* The cost, up to $100, for each kid who attends the
summer camp at Canyon Church Camp this summer.
* The cost of needy capital improvements, up to
$1000, at the Canyon Church Camp.

For further information about any of the above items,
contact Leroy Cranston at 381-6295 or the church
office.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT –

Thanks to a generous donation earmarked for Southminster Church Lounge renovation, this project

will be getting underway April 24
th

through to May 2
nd

. During this time, this space will not be

available for meetings. Please be patient if you find the lounge in a bit of disarray. We will make

every attempt to keep things as neat as possible.
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Holy Ship !!!!
Some excitement seems to be building regarding the potential for

Southminster affiliated dragon boat crew to participate in the 2015

Lethbridge Rotary Dragon Boat Festival June 26 – 28. So far, we

have about ½ the crew we require to make a go of it. In particular,

we would like some men and some youth to commit to the

program. The minimum age is 14 with parental approval. The

commitment involves 1 evening introduction & basic safety training

at the church, 2 or 3 weeknight evening practices at /on Henderson

Lake and the weekend of the festival. Quite literally, almost anyone

can do it. I have seen a woman in her 90’s and in a wheelchair

helped into the boat so she could paddle for her team in a

race. However, upper body mobility is required. We are fortunate

that a corporate sponsor has shown some interest in partially funding

us in return for putting a sign up at our tent. Of course, other support

would be greatly appreciated.

If you are interested – or just curious, contact Lori O'Leary at coffee

time at 403-327-9338 or bandloleary@gmail.com

Paddles Up 

2 months Feb YTD Budget Avg Budget
YTD

Congregational Sources 29,165 171,000 28,500

Rentals & Other Income 11,374 107,200 17,867

Total Funds In 40,539 278,200 46,367

Staffing Costs 26,886 182,520 30,420

Overhead 8,984 30,270 5,045

Building Upkeep &
Utils

3,903
4,921

32,000
18,000

5,333
3,000

Committees 797 14,250 2,375

Total Expenses 45,491 277,040 46,173

Current Net <4,952> 1,160 193

Palm Sunday, March 29 - “At the Ninth Hour” – 10:30 a.m. A cantata by Allen Pote.

Presented by the Chancel Choir and U of L students, this moving work is based on the Gospel of

Mark, and retells the last week of Christ's life with passionate music, riveting lyrics and narration.

Come Lord Jesus, Be Our Host

We are invited to take part in a Maundy Thursday Service on April 2nd in the Buchanan Chapel,

beginning at 7 p.m. It will offer elements we usually encounter at a worship service – prayer,

scriptures, and singing. This service will also include an invitation to share in the Lord’s Supper

and to participate in foot-washing – acts that Jesus, as host, offered to his disciples on the night of his betrayal. No one who

attends this service is expected to partake of either ritual, but they are offered for your blessing. This is what to expect with

the foot-washing: (There will be several foot-washing stations set up.) You will be invited to the front of the chapel in

twos. One will sit in a chair and remove their socks and shoes and then hold one foot over a basin on the floor. The other

person (also seated) will pour a small amount of water on your foot and dry it with a clean cloth and repeat the “washing” of

the other foot. Then you will trade places, always using a clean cloth for the new person’s feet. Put your socks and shoes

back on and return to your seat.

After Jesus had washed his disciples’ feet and returned to the table, he said “If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your

feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done....If

you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” [John 13:12-17]

Of any day of the year, Good Friday would be the day to sing The Blues. This worship service (with a hint of Blues)

commemorates Jesus` death on the cross, and will be held on April 3rd in the Buchanan Chapel at 10:30 a.m.

On Easter Sunday, April 5 (at 10:30 a.m.) join us as we celebrate together our risen Lord Jesus, and a baptism!

Southminster’s Financial commentary

 February financial figures 
Lori O’Leary, treasurer

So far this year, our rental revenue is a little behind schedule,
but we must remember that we are talking about January &
February. We would expect these to be fairly slow months.
Our total expenses are in pretty good shape. Certainly there
are always fluctuations in income and in expenses. We can be
sure they will even out over the year.
Some good news, it looks like the Gala netted about $ 2,500.
Congratulations to the organizers for a successful event.



H I L I G H T S
of March Church Council
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SUCh is hosting a joint service with other United

Churches on May 31; we'll have a cold potluck

afterward.

 Finding coffee volunteers after service has become
onerous; the job may be split into 2 parts so that
teachers, ushers, etc. could help.

 The NE corner of the sanctuary is being looked after;
roof drainage and inside repairs are underway.

 Thanks to a generous gift the Lounge is being
renovated.

 The Property Committee is investigating a visual
system for use in the Sanctuary. We discussed potential
uses, costs, benefits and problems.

 Men's Club have given $1,000 to Canyon Church Camp
for capital spending and are willing to subsidize costs
for SUCh children who attend.

 Presbytery requests that we appoint a voluntary
archivist. If you are interested, please contact Barb Clay
or Jim George.

 There will be a Truth and Reconciliation event in Stand
Off in April.

 Sunday, Mar. 29th is a peanut butter, tuna, salmon
collection for food banks at both post-secondary
schools.

If you didn't receive 'General News and Announcements'
from the United Church, go to the website: www.united-
church.ca and look for the 'United in God's Work' report.
There are several short, but concise videos that will explain
proposed changes to the organization of UCC.

Amy Dodic

SPECIAL MEETING
The Joint Search Committee is calling a meeting of the congregation on

Sunday, April 5th
, following the worship service, to report and discuss

its recommendation for a full time minister.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. YOUR ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT.

A new “era” for Southminster United – we are now on Social Media. We have recently

launched a Facebook page for Southminster United Church. The Faith Formation

committee and Hilary Squires are working on making the page informative and fun to read.

We will be posting events and updates, photos and stories. Please like our page to receive the information. Please

feel free to forward any material you would like to see posted there to the office at smunited@shaw.ca


